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- SALINA, Sevier County — For two for- 

miet German prisoners of war, memories of 

their confinement in a Utah POW camp 
haven't dimmed much in 43 years. 


“ity was like lightning from heaven,” re- 
called Karl Altkruger as he reflected back 43 
years to the night of July 8, 1945. “There was 
simply no reason for the shooting. i 


Altkruger has reason to remember that 
night in Salina. He still walks with a cane, a 
daily reminder of the wounds he received 
during a 15-second burst of machine gun fire 
that sprayed 250 rounds into the tents of 
sleeping German prisoners shortly after 
midnight. 

- Nine German prisoners died and 19 others 
were wounded during the shooting, which 
occurred nearly two months after the end of 
‘World War II in Europe. While the war with 
patet still raged in the Pacific, the war with 

Germany was supposedly over. 


 Altkruger and Herbert Barkhoff, another 
former POW, returned to Utah this week 
with their wives and Wednesday toured the 
. prison camp site where they were 
wounded. Their visit was part of a living his- 
tory tour sponsored by the Utah Historical 
Society. The two former prisoners will par- 
ticipate Sunday in the rededication of a me- 
morial monument at the Fort Douglas ceme- 
a penere the nine dead prisoners are 


‘Memories remain bittersweet. Altkruger 
said his memories of Utah are not good be- 
cause of the suffering caused by his wounds. 
Buby j-Feflects, there yére others more seri- 


ously wounded and there were nine who did 
not make the trip home. 


Barkhoff recalls, “Even during that night 
of horror, when I looked up and saw Bertuc- 
ci’s (the American guard who fired the pum 
face frozen in the searchlight of the tower, I 
did not experience any anger or resentment 
against him. To this day I have continued to. 
hope that the Lord would give him strength 


E Please see SALINA on BE 


Herbert Barkhoff, above, with a 

German Air Force officer, points toa 

familiar spot in the Salina camp. At 

right, Barkhoff puts flowers on the 

grave of the doctor who treated him. 
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